
Training for the Future Staff of the ISAF Regional Command North at the JFTC - Joint Force Training Centre

More than 550 soldiers and civilians from 22 NATO and Partnership for Peace Nations worked
hand in hand during this year’s second ISAF Regional Command North (RC N) Training Event.

      

The Joint Force Training Centre has just completed the execution of the pre-deployment
training for the next rotation of the RC N members. It took place between 27 June and 12 July
2012.
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The Training Audience (TA) consisted of approximately 200 soldiers. As Germany is the leadnation in the RC N Headquarters, German soldiers were the majority of the TA. But among theparticipants there were also representatives of Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,Finland, Hungary, Latvia, Montenegro, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the USA. Theywere supported by more than 350 members of the Exercise Control staff, including SubjectMatter Experts and 9 officers from the Afghan National Army and the Afghan National Policewhose task was to provide the TA with knowledge, skills and practical assistance.  

The training was tailored to meet the needs of the RC North Commander and his future staff aswell as to create effective teams able to support the Commander in the decision makingprocess and in fulfilling his duties in Afghanistan. During academic lectures, staff exercisesbased on practical working situations and in a very challenging computer assisted MissionRehearsal Exercise for the whole staff, the participants received mission specific training andlearnt and practised communication between different functional areas. In the culmination phaseof the exercise there were more than 300 injects per day provided by the Exercise Control forthe Training Audience.  As for many international members of the RC N Headquarters the training in Bydgoszcz is thefirst opportunity – and in some cases the only one - to meet their future partners and buildstrong teams before deployment, this event is a key moment in their pre-deploymentpreparation process. It is confirmed by soldiers who are currently serving in Afghanistan. Theyunderline that the training in Bydgoszcz was a “critical point” in their preparation and that itprepared them for “that very fast moving train in the ISAF operation”.  In his farewell remarks Major General Pavel Macko, the JFTC Commander, thanked all theparticipants and the members of the Exercise Control for their great involvement andcontribution to the success of the event. “Your work matters deeply”, said General Macko. “Usethe knowledge and skills you gained here in Bydgoszcz for the success of your mission, andmake sure that you will come back safely to your families and friends.”

 2 / 2


