
PUMA 12 – Showcase of the Connected Forces Initiative - Joint Force Training Centre

The Multinational Special Operations Force Exercise „Puma 12” kicked off at the Joint Force
Training Centre right after the Bold Dragon 2012. Between 7 and 16 November the Polish
Special Forces Command (POLSOFCOM) deployed its team to the JFTC to execute the
command post exercise.

  

      

“At the moment, this is the only place in our country ready to conduct multinational
command-staff computer assisted exercises ” – said Brigadier General Piotr Patalong, the
Commander of the Polish Special Forces.

  

The exercise aimed at estimating the POLSOFCOM’s capabilities in integrating special
operations force multinational staff as well as in establishing and operating Special Operations
Component Command (SOCC). The scenario was based on a fictional NATO-led crisis
response operation with humanitarian assistance under the United Nations’ mandate.
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Altogether more than 400 participants, mostly representing Special Forces, but also LandForces, Air Forces and Navy, arrived in Bydgoszcz to participate in the exercise or to support itwith their knowledge and experience. The core of the training team was built with members ofthe POLSOFCOM, but approximately 30% of the exercise’s participants came from Croatia,Czech Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Norway, Slovakia and the United States.   “This exercise is an extraordinary example, a showcase of what we call the Connected ForcesInitiative. As you know, it was announced by the Secretary General earlier this year and it wasapproved at the Chicago Summit. I am very glad that the JFTC together with the POLSOFCOMand other partners including the U.S. ones are able to show this combination of capabilities inthis notion of Connected Forces Initiative. I am very proud of the fact that the Joint ForceTraining Centre is the leading institution within the NATO 

Command Structure to come up with such an initiative and deliver it on the concept which wasannounced.” – said Major General Pavel Macko, the JFTC Commander.  “Puma 12” is the next step of the preparation process of Poland to achieve the status of theFramework Nation in the area of NATO special operations. The last “readiness test” will becarried out in autumn next year during the “Cobra 13” Exercise. After passing this test, Polandwill be the first nation from the new NATO members having the Framework Nation status in thisarea of special operations. 

This is why the exercise was observed by American and NATO officers from the US SpecialOperations Command, the US Special Operations Command Europe and the NATO SpecialOperations Headquarters.   Furthermore the exercise was inspected by more than twenty guests, who arrived at the JFTCfor the Visitors’ Day on 9 November. Commanders of different Headquarters, including MajorGeneral Michael S. Repass, the Commander of the US Special Operations Europe, MajorGeneral Laszlo Domjan, the Commander of the Hungarian Defence Forces Joint ForceCommand and Brigadier General Karl Egil Hanevik, the Commander of the Special Forces of the Kingdom of Norway, as well as numerous defence attachées,representatives of many commands and HQs observed the exercise and the JFTC capabilities. During the last days of the event also Major General (ret.) Włodzimierz Sąsiadek, the Director ofthe Doctrine and Training Centre of the Polish Armed Forces together with Brigadier GeneralFranciszek Kochanowski, the Chief of the Training Directorate J7 of the General Staff of thePolish Armed Forces, watched the “Puma 12” in its culminating phase.  
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