
NATO and Polish Authorities at the JFTC - Joint Force Training Centre

 "Bydgoszcz has become the capital of NATO's Information Technology for three weeks" – said
General Mieczysław Cieniuch, the Chief of the General Staff of the Polish Armed Forces,
visiting the Joint Force Training Centre on the VIP Day during the Coalition Warrior
Interoperability Exercise (CWIX) 2012.

      

This biggest NATO event of that kind drew attention of the whole Alliance. On 14 June 2012 the
JFTC hosted also the Supreme Allied Commander Transformation (SACT), General Stéphane
Abrial and more than thirty representatives of the NATO Military Committee (MC), including its
Dean, Lieutenant General Poul Kiaerskou.
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  The NATO Coalition Warrior Interoperability eXploration, eXperimentation and eXamination,eXercise program is an annual NATO Military Committee directed event that focuses onimproving the interoperability of NATO and national Information Technology (IT) systems withemphasis on those deployed to NATO-led operations such as ISAF, Active Endeavour, OceanShield and KFOR or the systems planned for use in the NATO Response Force (NRF). TheCWIX provides a venue to assess the interoperability between fielded, developmental andexperimental systems in the context of an operational scenario. For the second time in a rowthe exercise took place in Bydgoszcz."I am very interested in the outcome of the exercise and I am looking forward to the report." –stated General Abrial, the head of the Allied Command Transformation (ACT), the commandresponsible for the CWIX program. "We have no results yet, but we can talk about the successalready. We managed to gather all these people here." – the SACT underlined. "We haveexperts representing military and industry here, we have programmers. They all communicatewith each other, they exchange experience, information and, what is the most important, theyhave the possibility to examine if the systems they work with are compatible with each other."As both the ACT and the MC are highly involved in the CWIX program, the JFTC distinguishedguests were briefed on the exercise progress. They also saw the testing process during the touraround the CWIX area. The visit created a fantastic opportunity for the SACT and the MCmembers to interact with the participants of the event as well as to find answers to all theirquestions regarding the CWIX and the JFTC.  

  „Bydgoszcz is a very good place to work and the level of training provided here is very high. (...)This Centre plays a key role in NATO training" – the SACT admitted. The Military Committeemembers learnt more about the Centre's capabilities during the second day of their visit. MajorGeneral Macko, the JFTC Commander, together with his key staff introduced the guests to theJFTC. They also showed how the Centre was preparing for the next big event, thepre-deployment training for the future staff of the ISAF Regional Command North Headquarters,which would start right after the CWIX 2012. This presentation presented the JFTC's readinessto provide the highest standard exercises with no additional time for preparation processbetween two or even more demanding training events and proved that the Centre would remainan important player in the NATO training program.Before their departure, the MC members had also a possibility to visit the younger NATO entityin Bydgoszcz – the 3rd NATO Signal Battalion.
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