
Battalion Level Advisory Teams Trained in Germany - Joint Force Training Centre

Right before the JFTC started this year’s third above battalion level training for advisory teams,
a part of the Centre’s Training Division had come back from Hohenfels, Germany, where they
supported battalion level advisory teams during their pre-deployment training. The Combined
Kandak (i.e.Battalion) Military Advisory Team (MAT)/ District Police Advisory Team (PAT)
Training Event 12-03 took place between 13 and 27 September at the Joint Multinational
Readiness Centre (JMRC).

      

The JFTC Deputy Commander, Brigadier General Grzegorz Buszka, observed participants’
progress during the Culmination Exercise.

  

This time, 12 Military and 7 Police Advisory Teams, altogether 430 soldiers from Albania,
Belgium, Bosnia, Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia,
Slovenia and the USA, met in Hohenfels to take the NATO centralized training on their future
work. The teams will be deployed in Afghanistan in the months to come with the mission of
advising, teaching and coaching their counterparts from the Afghan National Army and Afghan
National Police at the tactical level. 
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Moreover, they will be acting as a liaison between the International Security Assistance Forceand the Afghan National Security Forces. These complex and challenging tasks require a priorgrueling preparation. The training held in Hohenfels was a very important part of it.  The participants were supported by 460 soldiers from Romania, Albania, Slovakia andAzerbaijan, who played roles of the ANSF replicators. Their work enhanced the training andgave a more realistic dimension to the exercise. But the event would not be possible without thetremendous support of numerous Subject Matter Experts (SMEs). During both theoretical andpractical phases of the training the SMEs provided the participants with updated information onthe current situation in Afghanistan. They also equipped the participants with knowledge andskills they would need while in the theatre. The SMEs’ assistance provided during the wholetraining event allowed the trainees 

to learn and practice their future mission as well as to define areas which still neededimprovement and correct all shortcomings. The status of the participants’ preparation wasverified in the Culmination Exercise, executed at the end of the training.  The JFTC plays a significant role in coordinating and supporting battalion level MAT/ PATexercises. This was the third training event of that kind this year and again the JFTC Commandand Control Team, deployed in the training area, was responsible for coordinating reception,staging, movement, training, dealing with Real Life Support issues between the TrainingAudience and the JMRC as well as for coordinating the SMEs’ activities and meetings. TheJFTC staff contributed also to the After Action Review and worked on Lessons Learned at theend of the exercise.  The next battalion MAT/ PAT training event is planned for November this year.
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