
ACT Chief of Staff Visits the JFTC - Joint Force Training Centre

“You are the sharpest edge of the ACT sword. You are central for everything the ACT is now” –
said Vice Admiral Charles Anthony Johnstone-Burt, UK Navy, the Chief of Staff of the Allied
Command Transformation, addressing the JFTC, the JFTC Support Unit and the NCIA
Squadron Bydgoszcz staff. Admiral Johnstone-Burt paid a visit to the JFTC on 30 November. 
It was his first visit to the Bydgoszcz NATO training centre.

  

  

      

As the visit took place during one of the biggest training events held at the JFTC, the Regional
Command North 13-01 Training Event (RC N 13-01 TE), it created a perfect opportunity for the
ACT COS to observe the centre’s staff at full speed. Apart from being introduced by Major
General Pavel Macko, the JFTC Commander, to the JFTC’s overall goals, structure and
activities, Admiral Johnstone-Burt had also a chance to interact with the centre’s key staff. He
met with JFTC’s Division Heads to gain first handed information on their work, challenges they
face while fulfilling their mission and also to learn about their needs. 
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A perfect follow-up for the discussions was a tour around the training facility and an interactiveobservation of both the RC N 13-01 TE participants and the JFTC staff at work. AdmiralJohnstone-Burt was very interested in the EXCON’s actions. He had some comprehensive talkswith members of the White Cell and the Media Cell regarding their know-how and methods theywere using. Also the demonstration of the JFTC simulation tools attracted the ACT COS’attention and triggered some important points for a discussion. The JFTC guest met also withthe soldiers currently training before their future mission and got a closer look at theirpreparation process.  All these gave Admiral Johnstone-Burt a broader view of the JFTC’s everyday work, which wasespecially valuable before the last point of his agenda – the meeting with the whole JFTC staff.  

    “Thank you very much for you hard work” – said the ACT COS to the audience. He stressed thecentre’s key role in the ACT mission, which would now, after this year’s transfer of responsibility for NATO training from ACO to ACT,be more focused on training. Admiral Johnstone-Burt emphasized also the main focuses of thefuture NATO training concept, including the Connected Forces Initiative and deepening theAlliance’s interoperability. But most of all he encouraged the JFTC staff to become a goodexample of changing their mindsets into transformational ones. The ACT COS highlighted thatnowadays, in the world full of various threats, NATO had to be prepared for many differentscenarios. “From today, I want you to think differently, having your minds open, to be ready for thechallenges of tomorrow” – said Admiral Johnstone-Burt.               
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