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It was the fourth time when the Joint Force Training Centre invited the whole Bydgoszcz NATO
family for the ball. On 17 November approximately 270 persons from the JFTC, NCIA Squadron
Bydgoszcz, JFTC Support Unit, the 3rd NATO Signal Battalion as well as other guests gathered
in Opera Nova House in Bydgoszcz to enjoy the evening in great company with the
accompaniment of the Military Band from Toruń.

      

“This ball is a unique opportunity to celebrate together our unity and friendship within the NATO
community as well as our extraordinary relationship with the local community, which is so
warmly receiving us, represented tonight by its leaders ” – Major General Pavel Macko
addressed the guests, including local authorities, representatives of different institutions the
centre cooperates with and other partners who accepted the JFTC’s invitation.
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  The list of special guests included the Deputy Voivode of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Province,Mr. Zbigniew Ostrowski, the Chairwoman of the Regional Parliament, Mrs. Dorota Jakuta, andthe Chairman of the Bydgoszcz City Council, Mr. Roman Jasiakiewicz. Also the Director of theDoctrine and Training Centre of the Polish Armed Forces, Major General (ret.) WłodzimierzSąsiadek, and the Chief of the Military Police Centre of Excellence Establishment Team,Colonel Grzegorz Wasilewski, responded to the JFTC invitation. The ball was also attended byrepresentatives of the Czech Diplomacy – the Defence Attaché to Poland, Colonel Ivo Koumar,the Military Attaché, Lieutenant Colonel Jiří Pudil, and the Honorary Consul, Mr. Dariusz Zimny.  

The ball was full of attractions. At the beginning the guests were invited for a concert, performedby the Military Band from Toruń conducted by Captain Dominik Sierzputowski, the bandcommander, and Lieutenant Colonel Paweł Lewandowski. There was also a performancepresented by the Choir of the University of Technology and Life Sciences and the ‘Copernicus’Male Voice Choir. Also performances of a Cuban singer, Maria Rodriguez, a Ballet Group fromthe Opera Nova and the Vocal Band of the “Riwiera” Navy Club enchanted the audience. Theyentertained the guests with pieces of good music, such as “Danse Diabolique”, “Pirates of theCaribbean”, “Blue moon” and many others.  The JFTC ball has already its own traditions and one of them is a dance contest. This time morethan twenty couples entered the competition. After an hour of dancing and a few initialselections the jury finally chose the queen and king of the dance floor. Lieutenant ColonelWiktor Mikołajec from the JFTC Training Division together with his wife Aleksandra defeated allthe rivals and won the championship title.  
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Also the JFTC Ball Charity Lottery already became a tradition. Every year before the ball thewhole Bydgoszcz NATO Community collects money for people in need. The lottery tickets havebeen available for approximately a month before the ball. Together with a ticket people bought achance to win one of 17 baskets full of national products. They were provided by respectivenations, the 3rdNATO Signal Battalion and the JFTC Commander. Lucky winners enjoy thecontents of baskets and the NATO family can be proud of collecting approximately 5000 PLN.To whom and when the money will be handed over, we will inform you soon.    This was the biggest ball in the JFTC’s history. Almost 150 couples enjoyed the evening, someof them stayed on the dance floor till the early morning. It would not be possible without thesupport of kind and friendly people, including the Marshal of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Province,the Director of the Opera Nova and many others. The JFTC would like to thank all of them fortheir tremendous support.          
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