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The ISAF Regional Command North (RC N) 13-01 Training, the last event conducted by the
Joint Force Training Centre in 2012, entered its culmination phase. The Mission Rehearsal
Exercise (MRE) started on 8 December. Right before the MRE, Lieutenant General Peter
Vojtek, the Slovak Chief of Defence, visited the JFTC and observed the centre in action.

      

As it was General Vojtek’s first visit to the Bydgoszcz NATO training centre, the JFTC
Commander, Major General Pavel Macko, briefed him on the centre’s mission and goals. The
Slovak CHOD met also with the JFTC Training Division Head, who provided some background
to the specific character of the ongoing training event. After an exhaustive introduction, the
JFTC guest had a chance to meet with soldiers preparing for their future mission in Afghanistan
and to see the training in progress.
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General Vojtek was especially interested in how the JFTC deals with transferring dynamicchanges in the ISAF operations into the training provided by the centre. He learnt also aboutroles and tasks of different cells of the Exercise Control and saw how their presence influencedthe training.  The Slovak CHOD used his visit in Bydgoszcz also to meet with Slovak soldiers currentlyserving in local NATO entities. At the moment nine Slovak soldiers work in Bydgoszcz – five ofthem, including the JFTC Commander, in the JFTC, two in the National Support Element andtwo in the 3rd NATO Signal Battalion. General Vojtek addressed his fellow countrymen andexpressed his gratitude for representing the Slovak Armed Forces in NATO structures as wellas for being ambassadors of Slovakia here, in Poland. He expressed the hope that in the nearfuture the Slovak Armed Forces will profit from the experience gained by their soldiers serving inBydgoszcz.
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