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An exchange of experience and future interaction between the Italian Evaluation and Simulation
Centre (ESC) and the Joint Force Training Centre were the main topics of the visit that Major
General Leonardo di Marco, the Commander of the ESC, paid to the Joint Force Training
Centre on 15 November. It was the first official visit of an ESC representative to the JFTC,
therefore it paved a new way for the mutual cooperation between the two centers.

      

General di Marco was introduced to the JFTC’s goals and activities by Major General Pavel
Macko, the JFTC Commander, and by representatives of the centre’s particular divisions. He
was also briefed by Lieutenant Colonel Wojciech Czerwiński, the Commander of the NCIA
Squadron Bydgoszcz, on the support provided by his unit to the JFTC permanent staff and to
the centre’s training events and exercises. The guest not only did have a chance to discuss all
the issues he was interested in, but also to see the Bydgoszcz training centre at its full speed –
the visit took place during the final phase of the “Puma 12” Exercise. A guided tour around the
facility created a good opportunity to observe how the centre’s staff dealt with such a
demanding event and how the JFTC’s infrastructure helped in fulfilling all the requirements. 

  

Both commanders also in details discussed their views on possible ways of practical
implementation of the so called Connected Forces Initiative launched by NATO Secretary
General Rasmussen and approved by the NATO Chicago Summit. General di Marco expressed
the will of close cooperation with the JFTC and active participation in the NATO Training
Federation - a grouping of NATO and national training institutions, formation of which the JFTC
strongly pursues.
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As there are five Italians, three officers and two NATO International Civilians, working within the
JFTC compound at the moment, General di Marco also used the opportunity to have a short
meeting with his fellow countrymen. 

  

The visit was very fruitful for both parties. “Thank you for the opportunity to visit such an
outstanding training centre. ” – wrote General di
Marco in the JFTC guestbook. “
Great leader and outstanding staff!
” – he underlined.
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