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Close to 150 children, gathered together with their parents at the JFTC, were impatiently waiting
for this message. Finally Santa Claus arrived with a sleigh filled with Christmas gifts. Happily, all
the children turned out to be good throughout the year.

      

Around 100 JFTC and NCIA Squadron Bydgoszcz families, altogether 250 people, met at the
JFTC compound to celebrate the Christmas Tree Lighting. It has already become a tradition for
the JFTC members to spend one day before Christmas in the company of the Bydgoszcz NATO
family. This year, the event took place on 14 December and was full of good spirit, children’s
laughter, joy and magic…Indeed!

  

Disappearing objects, umbrellas conjured up, a levitating table, a changing color magic wand
and many others warmed the children up before the arrival of Santa. The magician, who visited
the JFTC’s auditorium, chose also a few volunteers and taught them the magic craft. The Magic
Show was followed by a Christmas cartoon that cheered up not only the youngest part of the
audience, but also their parents and prepared everybody for the actual Christmas Tree Lighting.
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  All the participants moved to the JFTC’s courtyard to call for Santa Claus. As this year the JFTCand NCIA French community were responsible for inviting Santa to Bydgoszcz, everybody wasencouraged to call him in French. Excited children shouted: “Père Noël! Père Noël!”. And after acouple of moments he was there. He welcomed the children and lighted the JFTC ChristmasTree together with them. At that moment everybody, singing “Vive le vent!” (French version of“Jingle bells”), directed towards a special warm place, where Santa Claus handed overChristmas gifts to all the good children. The youngsters could also admire Christmas balls theyhad prepared before the event. They were all placed on Christmas Trees surrounding Santa.  Santa Claus with the gifts was waiting for the kids and mulled wine was waiting for the frozenadults. Moreover, everybody could taste national Christmas specialities prepared byrepresentatives of different nations. And, what is even more important, all the families spentwonderful time among their friends, sharing wishes for the upcoming Christmas and New Year2013. It was a day to remember.  Merry Christmas Everyone!     
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